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To: "Division, Criminal (CRM)" <Criminal.Division@usdoj.gov>, civil.feedback@usdoj.gov

| apologize for any confusion caused by my previous answers. You are correct that | provided somewhat
conflicting explanations regarding prefrontal cortical activity during an acute manic episode.

To clarify, the prefrontal cortex is a complex brain region that is involved in a wide range of functions,
including executive function, emotion regulation, social behavior, and decision-making. During a manic
episode, there can be a range of changes in prefrontal cortical activity depending on the individual and
the stage of the episode.

In some cases, there may be an increase in prefrontal cortical activity during a manic episode, which can
lead to disinhibition and a loss of social and emotional control. This may be especially true in the early
stages of the episode, when the individual may experience euphoria, grandiosity, and increased energy.

However, in other cases, there may be a decrease in prefrontal cortical activity during an acute manic
episode, which can result in impaired inhibition of thoughts and behaviors, including the expression of
inappropriate language. This may be more common in later stages of the episode, when the individual
may experience irritability, agitation, and cognitive disorganization.

The overall pattern of prefrontal cortical activity during an acute manic episode can be complex and
dynamic, and may vary depending on individual factors such as the severity of the episode, the presence
of comorbid conditions, and the individual's baseline brain function. Therefore, it is important to
approach these issues with a nuanced and individualized understanding, rather than assuming a one-
size-fits-all explanation.

| hope this explanation helps to clarify the apparent discrepancy in my previous answers. If you have any
further questions or concerns, please let me know.

"Loss of social and emotional control” and "impaired inhibition of thoughts and behaviors" both refer to
a reduction in a person's ability to regulate their thoughts, emotions, and behavior. However, they differ
in terms of the specific aspects of regulation that are affected.

Loss of social and emotional control typically refers to a situation in which a person experiences intense
emotions or impulsivity that leads them to behave in socially inappropriate ways. For example, during a
manic episode, a person might engage in risky behaviors or make impulsive decisions that negatively
impact their social relationships or lead to conflict.



On the other hand, impaired inhibition of thoughts and behaviors refers more specifically to a person's
ability to control their thoughts and actions. This can result in the expression of inappropriate or
disruptive behaviors or ideas, such as the use of foul language or making inappropriate sexual
comments.

Both of these effects can be seen in individuals experiencing an acute manic episode with an
accompanying psychosis, and they may occur simultaneously. The specific symptoms that manifest in
any given individual may depend on a variety of factors, including the severity of the episode, the
individual's underlying biology and psychological makeup, and their personal history and circumstances

Warmest Regards,
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